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INDIiX'VJIi4GE MD Q'mf SITES "'OP, CAYUGA COUNTY.

WITIi 'A BRIEF ii^.CHAEOBOGlCAL 'HISTORY ' ,

' .by--; _ '■
- Harrison p.> Pollett

■ f /'''BART TWO '

Notes ■ Please refer to Map on page 39 of the.March- BULLSTINe

■ "SITE NO'12 ■■■IN' -THE" GITY« 0F,--AT.JBURN ^ ■ ■ "■

- This' place is vi^-ithin- the-Port'Bill/nOmetery and ^is
as the Fort Hill Slte,> •• , I ■' '' '

Much has been written about this awe-»inspiring, so'
called' Indian mound., that;, once exis ted' there e ■

■ The ’foliowirig' is, -copied from'the manuscript of ' Geheral-

Clark about- its ’^It was flgUrod by Squler in 1848^,- and'later

by ' Schoolcraft j McCauley.* and others.-, ,, '

A small part of the object.remains in the cemetery in

front of Logan 5 s Monument.o

'Squier^s'plan differs considerably from that -of •■'School
craft, ■ the wall was not'Continuous,? ' „ ' . ' ■

«

y

”The north and south axis, from the outside base of ;.the
410 feet and -the east and west 416 feet, there were

■‘It has been
bank, was
several openings- In th'el wall'.’which Squier said?

-

conjectured by some that the-walls here have been.washed
'

away, .but- it id ’clear 'that -there was "a slight necessity .fbr_-

defense at this'point and that hone eyer_ exl'sted-beyond, what . _

may" ber'trSced« the"'descent was ' abrupt oh all sides and there

were'.'caches’, the bank was-'two' or three feet high in 1850

with a., corresponding'ditch*, ' ' ' ' ' r .

"Able Hudson found five skeletons on Dr«- Anderson Hawley

a sitting position,

•"They were buried in a circle- with feet- towards thh

center, their feet being about 5 feet' apart/,' they were-"on *

the point of a knoll outside of the Fort facing toward.the
west',' their heads were hot more than' 12 inches- under ground.

Nothing was' found-with the®^*, • ■ ' ' ; ' ■ ■

■"Theodore Case has one of these skulls®

I found ho other skeletons in the 10 years and four
months tha'c I was sextoh^v' . . .

Steel Seymour Hopkins- lot buried in

H
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I found a fireplace in Z* P» Terrains lot built up of

about-three feet across, have heard that other things had

been found previously* Nothing has been found in addition
1874*

n
McCauley in his history of New York says in 1825, we

examined the stump of a chestnut tree in the moat which was

three feet two inches in diameter* At a point two feet and

a helf above the surface of the earth a part of the trvink

of the same tree was lying by the stump* As this tree had

been cut down we endeavored to ascertain its age and for

this purpose counted the rings or concentric circles and

fovind them to amount to 235., The center of the tree was

hollow or rather decayed* and estimating this part as equal
to thirty more layers of growth we caloulate the entire age _ _ __
rbf'the tree' to' be”'255'ye‘ars' 'drdT''''lbbut' five'years' had' elapsed'~
since the tree was cut down, this was in 182,5 which would

carry the date back to 1555*

'^’At a distance of three paces from this stump was
another standing in the ditch, it exceeded, 3 feet in diameter

and the ,trpe must have died standing; and probably remained

in the piosltion many years before it fell from decay*

”*In our opinion the tree dated back as far ss the
discovery of the continent* Vol I page 3**”

H.C.F* The report of Squier, McCauley and Schoolcraft
as far as it pertains to a scientific archaeological survey

does not reveal an iota of evidence that in any way indicates

the structure of Indian origin for it is noted that no ex

cavations were made, by any of them, -

If the ago of the trees were to. be taken as disclosing .

any evidence whatever, then there must have been a mound

building culture located there long after , any that have ever,

been found elsewhere in the region.
- -Sr'

It is not the-purpose of the writer'to belittle this

object, but we do seek facts. Tradition and opinions of'

JSe^plo not versed in the subject is of little if any value,
,and is more .often detrlfementdl'*-.

If the structure is of artificial origin, it surely is

•ne of the most prominent movmds ever discovered in this

part of the country* '

That it. is not of Iroquoian constmotion is absolutely'
certain, for mounds of this or any other construction were

not analogous to the culture.

Prom the author’s viewpoint, if the structure could be

seen as it stood before erosion took place and reported
upon by Squier and others, the breastworks as described,.
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would have been In place on all sides of the mound. Judging
of' course by the- reports-that indicate various openings
which were formed by irregular- slides© ■

It would not then have been a difficult matter to have

ascertained whether or not it was of artificial origin,
possibly so at'thls late: date-if it had not been entirely

1 , ■ obliterated

■■ .-If it had been ah Indihh mounds .there^surely, would have

■ ' . beeh:.more evidence than,^an^'-report ofi, examination, thus far'

•indicates*. ' ‘ -h-; hh '

o-.

No, s-uph work by the Indians of any^ culture is knorai of.

' ■ -If ■ it wife for a'f o^rtafic’atinnh^d-;was; artif^
would be useless. owing to its small slaec ' -

• The writer, has. heard'persons state that Indian artifacts

have .been fo^md. the.'re, bht' never-have., they .be.en'able' to come

■ ' - forw:ar.d.-v;ith-. proofs ■ -However,-it would'nOt be uncOmmon-lf-

some had-behn found in the vicinity* ' h-,

If the mound had been of any conseauenoe, it is very

likely that;:.our former- St'atO •Archaeologlst.jj. h^r*. .Parker' would

have;: giveh' 11 ’ mention as s■uch' in the , Ahoh.aeological • History-
The only reference he mate's is quoting'

• • o:

of New^Tbrk^ State

■Squier*

To:.'cOnnOcththe place' with-^ is..contrary, to history*
(See Hall’*s Hist'Ory of 'Anbuhn, pagesl4i-45 and history of •

■ Cayuga County/ page 140©

. .'bet tradition and'ppecuiation. ..cease.;, call the place’Fort
Hill.'if- des;ir'ed.,, but 'why continue::-to make something' out> of'.
nothing*:.,---.- • '-'-5:' -i ..c

■/ :

_ ,,-P.rovoking -to. s ome extent is ran ^article;- appearing in "the
-■Aubup.n-CitizienAdvertiser of Oct© 23, ..1945*. .The writer's

'-exception.:is . taken '• to 'par.agraphs ■'as/quoteds' ''Port Hill -will

■ ■ - always'be-'For't, Hill© Its ■history' will -go/on and on for-’

j^ttre generatipns ;to.^read,-h^ written by former
authorities, namelys Golden, Davis,. Clinton, .McCauley, and

■ Schoolcraft 'O' ■ •

H*G«Fa Not' One' of the'persons quoted are. considered or

known .of as archaeologists, consequently they cannot be

' cohslder.ed ccmpeient' to make conclusions/e-tcept from super

ficial-; observations which cannot be 'c:onsider.e,d6:; Tb.e methods

used in the‘period Ih' -shioh' the, persohs :.nsmadg .wrote about

this structure -were •inad'eq'uate, beslded the real science of

■ • ■ archaeology was very nev/ at that time

- ' . -.Gail i-b'Fort Hill, bit det futuregenerations have ’.

history of definite fact* /. ■: -t •

C
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Quotes ®This area is located according to the traditions
of the native-Indians ..upon the site of one of their principal

villages and Includes the remains of an ancient ceremonial
mound and fortification erected by a people, as some Iroquois

warrior has said, *wlser yet wealcer than themselves*^

This early race seemed to be the Algonkians or mound
builders who. were conquered by the Iroquois

H#G«P* Again we have nothing in the above quotation
but tradition, which is very unreliable at the best. The

mound building culture, if ever here, were gone long before

the Iroquois intrusion. If any person has any information .

which can be relied upon citing the ceremonial mound, the

writer would be very^much pleased to have it* Not an iota

of evidence has ever been found that the

'^“^thenaSiKd^b^l^hg^dQTtuheT^'Histbrihh's*''Ws“ A" rulpr Are notf"’
versed in the rudiments of archaeology and therefore are

not considered competent to cite or quote such articles.

i^otei “The village referred to was named Osco in 1789
(see site 193). The name as written was Was-Kough, later,

the whites applied its name to., the lake and river running
through Auburn- (called Owasco)*”

H.G.P. It surely would.be interesting to the writer,,
and to the future generations lAhJidh he so earnestly desires

shoxild know abput Fort Hill, to know the source-of the

material quoted by the author. Whatever his source, it

evidences iiis scant knowledge of early history- or the origin

of the name Owasco, for in 1750, when the Moravian Mission

aries Gammerhoff and Ziesberger waded through the foot of ■

the lake on their way from Gayuga Gastle at. tie - foot of Great

Gully, to Onondaga, they specifically called it “AGHSGO**,
Their interpretation of Cayuga dialect made, it Was-Gow—
English application ^Owasco*,, a place idiere you had to wade,

in the water, as Dr. Beauchamp said: Where the bridge .

crossed the outlet, "but there was no bridge."

Some time after the second trip of the .Moravians in.1752
trees had been placed across the outlet, but it was danger.pus

to cross pn them, because they were small and sagged, in the

center into the swift current*

The reader will please pardon the digression, udiich to,

the writer appears essential in order that future generations
may know the real prigin of the .-name "Owasco"*

The Jesuit Missionaries of 1656 probably..knew the name

of the lake, however, they do not give it in their records*

Predating the origin as the article quotes by several years

is the Journal of Lieutenant Parker, of Sullivan*s Army, who .
crossed here with Col* Gansevoort*s division, on their route

to Albany, and gives the name "Owasco"* Thus by written
records, “Tradition is again proven unreliable."

11

H
o

The Indian town was located wii©»e the State prison now

stands and. was abandoned circa 1789. This date, ten years
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r*ender3 it x-3.dlou,lcu3 to

way v/lth.f Fort ci^ tlis.t .ib
‘ :.i3 ' cL'oubtf alj> for lii 1789

(See Informa--

after the Sullivan-Clintoh .caropalgn
■, attetnpt to ooimeot-. it in

even’a'.Oas'tle of; C?ayuga-Iridiar).';
■ their ' CaS tie' v/as' on' the shore of Gayuga Lake » ,

tipn'under . slte- .nuBiber 19^: 'J?ownshlp of Sprihsport)

<1

was

• Quote r ‘ “it. was.' E«13-oSquierj,. former: ininlster:/toj Central.

Amerloa^ who- sa.id^, In' his work oh-the vahtlqultle's.:h:f • -HOw Yorkj,

»pne :Of (the best;,.preseryed: and= most:-interestihg works-in the

State Is' that.. ..overlooking-.4uburn»/1' ; r..; .
-. ■■

.\ Ho'C.ePi. j'Many' of; Squier;?.s-.(r0porfs\iere mada: as- dn this, ;

•,.case'v by.' ^nbs.ery.ation^ '.and measurements-,'', and- are 'Idlerefore.

not* cons.ide.red' seriously in the. science-- of,- archaeologyo

Sp.eculati'oh was .frequent -in his', reports,-: whieh of .course- . .

... . was’> necessary In . lS.dBo: „ For- aisample,; note the.: tracing of '-_ ,
. Jhis jplah whlch'^foliW3i:'Sdrqu:lte : deflnifeeiyvdhdicat'es" erosion

o.if/a'.nat-ural. f 6rmatl;.dn«3' - . Again . is- repeated, .that:, any- epos Idn

( taking place would-: have- expos ed-' considerable- evid'ence ^ of

i Vi.t -were'-a'ceremonial ind-lah-mound* . Let-usIndian, orlgihj,-;'!-*^
forget , .the mound.,an.d':eall': it Port-Hill©-■

Quote; ''Council'ground is the' only section which presents

a 'view of Oivfascd Lake/ it may not be improper':-to d.ntlmate

that- this sectlonvis regarded wi th..-as mi-ioh Interest.as' Fort

■■Allegan, if -bhe tradition- of .the former-uses are correct^ ^
it is hallowed by associatloh, deliberation., 'rad cantemplatioh,
■it . might well be...called the ■-'senate chamber’of the' Cayuga.

..Nation*” .- -.v.” ■ -f' - hf'

' H*CbF4» Ihe writ'er-hasr.-nb-‘doubt about ..the honesty-hf the.

author's ■■convictiohs'/ but. this last'paragraph■ surely portrays

... 'some vivid imaginationo '' He. evidently; was- neb aware .:of the -

fact the- the-Gayuga.s did'not'have' a vi.llage an.ywhere- ih .'this

Even then it is^ a- question whether •' . .section until aftep,.17^7-9.
" they were- O'ayugas. br, a ..mi-xture; of. Tusoarbras rad- Oneldas/'-

'SiVhile the' layman-, is, interested' and his intent ^Is of the

- ---'b e s t> -such-pub 11 cations.. ;wi thout nuthority "Oh- the ■:s ub do ct- - -
.-. creates a' condi'tibh[..that..-keeps .-SGienc.e const-arttly'‘ endeavb-f--

Ing to corrects ■ - ■ ' - . . ..

. Circa ■ 1789^179.7, ih.eh tlie.-Indian village■ e.Xi-sted'wher e'

the State, prison-now'standsj there-was definitely ho nee'd ■

for a'fotlflcatioh by the Indiansj. and as a matter-hf fact/

they had hone on any site after 1650' in Cayuga County* The

report or record-made.by General Clark is convincing of er^

roneous tradl tlon,, ■ viz.....A '.total- of eleven ' Indian -burlals/f

fouD.d at various, p:ls-’o',e3 -bh Fort Hill'” - '
■ ■■' •' ^ -

Had the place been .. occupied ..for any reasonable length.

- .of'. time as a villag©.y./.'there'vx)uld have-boOn feun'd-by -tlm.-s ■'

late date many more.* Not an article of Iroquois origin ha'S-

been recovered'.from there* Therefore bo convince the writer

that the mound Is of Indian origin will require more evidence

than, has been produced^ To the present and .future generations

who may love history by speculation, the wrlber surely feels

that he has done hj.s part to prevent it*

■
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■ THE AWmiAE BANQUET

The fifth Annual Banquet of the■Society was held Thuraday^
April loth at tt© Cayuga Museum of History and Art. in• Auburn*

The gathering was termed by all attending to be the most

successful ever held by the societyo Fourteen - cities and

towns in Central New York were represented.by members .and

friends; about sixty persons attended.the event*.

The speaker of the evening, Alfred .Guthe, Archaeologist
of the Rochester Museum of Arts and Sciences was introduced

by.the program chairman, George Treeter® . Mr« Guthe had as

his subject "The,Iroquois of 1600” which he outlined with .

the following topics; Social arts. Material.aids,.Aesthetic
arts-and Intellectural arts* The address was illustrated by
colored slides of the Indian groups in the New York State j

‘"'!"MuSbTM’'ht^"AlbaEy' Snh' 'theTrochestW^lIusbitai' -'^Ac clo't&ng'''
worn by the Indians during the 17th and Isth centuries was ,

also displayed* Mr« Guthe is president of the Morgan Chapteer
of the New York State Archaeological Association^.

The Morgan Chapter was also represented by Mr« Charles
¥/ray of West Rush who is secretary-treasurer. and Mr.* Harry

Schoff of Hon0eye Palls who is also a member*

Mr* W, Glenn Norris of Ithaca, Tompkins County Historian

and president of the Tompkins County Historical Society at-,

tended with I'drs* Norris* Mr® Norris will be the, featured ■

speaker at the May meeting of the society* .

The group was especially happy toywelcome. our-, .old friend-

Harrison C* Pollett, one of the original members of the soc

iety and our honorary president* MrPollett.is., and always

has been, our. number, one contributor to the BULLETIN* • ; •

^ Coming the farthest distance to attend the banquet was.

Mrs* George Bo Tupper from Cleveland, Ohio. Mrs* Tapper
was the; guest, of our president,- Mrs* Mildred Close*. -

Cities and towns represented at the banquet were .Auburn,
Cayuga, Cleveland, Ohio, Geneva, Hall, Honeoye Palls, Ithaca,

Locke, Lima, Ludlowville, North Roae, Rochester, West Rush,
and Wolcott,

'■ ' We regretted the absence of several- of eur good friends

and members from Rochester and Elmira howeveb, we. know.'that

had it been possible they would have, all been present.

Thanks., to the ladies of the society who furnished the ,

food and did’ all of the work, our treasury has been increased

substantially*
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W.O 13 TiiERii TO-MOTIRN?

' ' ' "oj ■
Dudley F® Palmer ' ■

Notes Tills article concludes the paper dcld.vered,by Mro- palmer

at; the Society meeting in February^ ’ ' ■

In, 1754 Governor Hamilton of Pennsylvania called Logan
to Philadelphia evidently to consolliiate, his pov/er over his

people due to' the load talk .of a Delaware Y(ar being stirred

up by Teedyuscxing in the middle Susi^uehanna country because

of-the sale of their traditional lands to the i/^ltes by the

Iroquois* Before the end of the yeai’ the smoke gave way to

fire as Teedyuscuhg led his DelawarOa into war against the'

- whites .and: enlisted other di scontented trihes«.. Logan did

his work well,, for the' Iroquois did not 'join with them®

The French an.d Indian war against the English' saw the

conflagration sin’eado- Braddock^s defeat was seen by the -

Iroquois, and tlie Pennsylvania Indians lost a great deal of

regard for the prestige of the .Engllsho Logan worked still

harder for amnity betyireen the Indians and Pennsylvania*.
This was made still more d3.-fflcult when the next year (1756)
a new .Governor (Morris) offered an India.n "Scalp Bounty in' •

retaliation for the pelawafes® uprising but exo3.uded the

Iroquois aiad othefs^dr a 3.1ne approximtely the-present State

line between the Susquehanna and Delaware rivers & Ins tead ■'

of, placating the Iroquoisj, this was very .Inflammatory to

them. Logan rushed to a’ council at Philadelphia where he

scourged Teedyuscung as a bad.bag of wind*

1757 wscs the year of the Three Councils and Treaties at

Easton« 1/Vhen Logan arrived, Teedyuscung was assuming the ■

authority of Onondaga before Governor Denny, which. Logan'
knew he did not .possess*. The wily Delaware was trying to _•

oonvinee the Governor that he, had been working for the whites*

Interest all along, against the French while he In trxath was

....--.^the- leader-of the- Delaware war and- up toLhls neck in- lies.i "

Returning home again, Logan hears IWrs* Brown talking
about shoes for her little daughter® Logan asked William
Brown to have his wife let her daughter go home with him for

the day at his cabin® The mother, though somewhat alar'med at

, the proposition, knew the sensitiveness of the Indian’s feel

ings and with secret reluctance but apparent cheer.fi.ilness she

granted Logan’.s request*- The hours of the day y/ore very

‘ slowly away, it v/as nearly night and her little one had not

returneds. But just as the sun yyas going do^n, Logan, vifas seen

coming.down the pa.th with his charge* In a moment the little

one trotted into her mo therms arms, proudly ejdaibitlng a

new pair of moccasins on her feet, made by Logan®
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the best and oldest' friend of Logan diedConrad Vv'eisei’

in 1761 but there is no record of the Red Man’s reaction to

thJ.s sorrow^ ' ■ . . ^ ’

p.

Trouble started to brew..again in The few. survivors -

of the Sus quehannock tribec, wards., of the .Iroquois we.re cruelly
murdered at Lancaster^ In retaliatibh the Delawares^ huts

at Wyoming were; burned and theyj. and Teedyusciuig their chief

were killedo , The; chief was di'unk and. burned . to deatho .. For •
this mass acre > .ihe .Senecas were blamed^ .o.ne’; authority ciahti^. :
Ing- they were .3.ed by. Gapt* 'Brltt.^, and ar).ot.he.r says that ''Cid
Smoke” of the”^ Seneca Village at '..Geneva. I.©d •; lihoroeveri, - . •
and however the, f.py'er was .fannediand the" G6.nestoga massacre . .

was a retaliation .by tije Vihites In either fear or defiancee

iif"i766 "Lhgah':gaire''lrdquois6p'ermihsion.-'--‘t<RZi3i5he;rger“f"Or
the long wanted iHss.lon at Wyalusihgy' but. '.for. .Christiah

Indians Onlyq • This-w.ao contested by the’ jealous Delaware

Chief' Nev/al.ike, but Logan was con.eirm3d as, the, authority by .
Onondaga* . Logan.^s .words" to Bishop Zeisberg.er. at the:,''time i -..

of ..the. presentation are illustrative of his characters

, ■ = ■. “Vi^lth-this tlie’you have only sojourned, at; Wyalusiiig,
Now I -.take . you ..and ,set. you dovna there finally'e and we "give
you all the land from Wyalusing.up to a 'short distance above

Tioga (Point) vhich-ls two rullda7/^s journey by land. ' .There

you can build, plant, fish and us.o as" you. like a ; It is yourse”’.

Hunting and trapping- becoming, poor in the .Juniata country^
and the white men increasing every day,the discontent of

Logan’s people rumbled in his ears. . Whit'e Mingo, a Seneca,
. ’ ;.and other Indians -vh-o. were hunting were killed .by Frederick

Stump who found .-them drunk at Middle Creek 'above-Selinsgroye.
Arrested on. Orders from the" Governor at Logan’s-.insistienc.e, ,

Stump was, released from jail by some masked white men.' The

- Indians were incensed by this, but the Governor wab" either

ineffectual or did not pare to get in any hotter.; waterj. In .

: -^--i^Aug.ush:0,f'..lthis^y,ear .3 Nation Council ,at ;Fort’ Stan- ;. •
-wix, N» Ye. was" attended by"L"oganV'’GdVThrei’PShn/^%ir'"Wii=ri'^^---^
Johnson among others for tte matter of the'sale, of. S.us.quehanna
country .from. 0¥/ego to Towahda Creek* The.'Indians. lihO; .lived

in the region resented .this ,b\it peace reigned

Again in the Juniata country in 1770 Logan, traded.;.his- .

. 'buckskins to a Ta.ilor-ior wheato When the' wheat • was^t akeri. .tb
the mill • it was found so worthless the Mi].le.r'refuaed; to 'grind

it. Failing to get ■ this; he to'.ok'the matter to'Ms .friend .

. William Brown, the.n a magistrate, who he and ..his; case, and:

'.awaj’ded a decision .in favor of-.Ik)gans> A v.T.ib was■-given to :

Logan to; hand to a ccnstable with the assurance-that it would■'

bring the money for the skins* The Indian. ..could not see-by v

wh.at magic this,little paper .could, force the Thilor' agalns^t

his will to pay^'S-ebts* Ttie Magistrate took dPTO his:oWn com«.

mission with the' arms of . the I£i.ng upcn-it and explained to ' ■
Logan the principles and' operation of divil law©' Logan listened

attentively and exclaimed^ ”Le.w Is goodp nrnke rogues payS”

■
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iU‘ter scouting out the country Ir. 1771, Logan 'returned
and removed with his family to the Sblo River near the mouth

of Yellow Greek' about thirty miles above Wheeling# ' Here he '

was joined by his relatives and some Gayugas from Port
Augusta'who'recognized, him as their chief, and over whom,

,. together with'his other ' Indians he exerted a remarkable ln*»*

ihus did Logan remove
At the parting his long'

fluence for good, and peace for all©
from his beloved Juniata Qountry.

-time friend Judge Wm* Brown said of Lbgan> “He was the best

specimen of-humanity I have eve,r met with, either vtilte or

“Logan until misfortune
Among white

Another historian Sehards®redo

overwhelmed-him, was one of Nature’s Noblemen«
people and red), he was famed, not only for his fine appear

ance and his engaging'manners, but also for the unrightness
He was more than six feet tall, straight

an. Appollo of the
and gentle, p'arti-

His word once given,was never 'brokene..
The Indians of all.

of his character^,

as.-an arrow, handsome, in,.form._and-.featune,
Wlldernesso He was courteous to■all men.
cularly to chlldrene
He seemed to be the very soul of honor#
tribes respected him for his courage and skill as a hunter*

The rude backwoodsmen and'the white vagabonds of the
frontier esteemed him as a man superior to themselves,*"

.- OONSIDER THIS MAN IN THE LIGHT OF SOME ;OF' THE OUTLANDISH

STORIES YOU. HAVE-HEARD ABOUT. INDIANS * .

The new village built by his iollowers, at Yellow Greek-
in 177^ was in- that dark wilderness north of the Ohio to

Lake Erie known as the.Great Northwest of that time* Logan
traveled much in Ohio as is attested by the various monuments,

• tributes, and historical factors at every hand in the Steuden-

. vllle,.. Zanesville, and Portsmouth triangle*.

It was because of Logan’s reputation and,character, that

- during the progress of ..Pontiac’s war agalns'b the whites,,,,:

Logan’s people kept aloof, and spent their time hunting and

trapping and dressing skins to sell to the Traders of .

Pennsylvania*

-n^ n-Logan,. found-, that .-many men- had-collected-, in the ■wlldenness,

south, of the. Ohio* .Some of these were criminals who had-fled

to the woods to,escape punishment, some were h\inters who liked

, nothing .so well as the rough life of the frontier* R Some were
traders with a plentlfvil supply, of firewater for the Indians,
and no sense of honor in their hearts* Only a few were honest

: pioneers anxious to make new homes in.the wilderness. There

was much ill feeling between the Indians and the backwoodsmen*
At last the, crisis came* A party .o.f Shawnees came upon the'
cabin of a pioneer named Kelly who had daringly built eighty
miles from the nearest stockade* They burned his. cabin to'

the groimd* Other, roving bands iv^ere reported to have gone
south of the river, stealing horses* The Ruffians cried
loudly for vengeance* They were'anxious for an Indian war.

^e "land grabbers" soug.ht out Mluhael Gresap and made him

their .captain* ' A few days a:fterwards, Gaptaln Gresap with..-a

few of his men waylaid a small company of friendly Indians in

canoes, killed and scalped them, and returned to Wheeling to

boadt of what they had done*

/
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Having bagioii the work of slaughter, these white inen tii:.X“°

sted for'more and more blood and excltemenu®, Tne nearest
settl ement ■ of Indians'was the village of Loggn,,- several miles ■

up the river. ' Under the riile of their wise'^.d genilo-hearted
chief they had always been khovra as the friends of . tno white

^ people but they were Indiansand to Gresap and hiS' followers,
all Indians were allkeb ■Some of the white men--'proposed that

since the war had now begun,- they should march-upon Logan ^s

tillage at Yellow Creek and,'-destroy ito' Tliey-.. thereupon cros

sed the river and started upon their savage errandc

There' were some in the company ■vih.o had not , lost ai].l .

sense'of hiimarhLtyo Ti'iey began to think-Of the errand upon ;

.whi6h they were-benta They were marching-, net .against enemies,

but'against friends,^'■ They were planning-to murder; defenseless

,^women .-..and-~ chi-1 dicten, ;.,fon.-they-^know-- that--Losani-s-r warriers'-were--'

absent'huntings They had not gone far, therefore before- a ■

halt was calledi, and all tiie better men among:-them declared,

they . V/ould go no farther* Oresap was obllged; tp .change-hts -

plans, and all returned to ITieelingo ■

Oh the left bank of the Ohio, . opposite -the-.mouth of

. , ;. Yellow Creek was a tract of fertile land called '’BakerSs 'Bot-

tom.”from, the hame of the bafekwbods trader- who' had biailt a

cabin there'V- To this place came -thlrty«two of the most law-

less men Of the-border, determined upon the.des-.tructioh of

Logan-^s 'camp. They were led by'Danl’e! ,Greatheus-n,' a ruffian

.. who had persuaded them that the' '.todlans w:are.-about to -make

ah attack or raid across the river at this points;.
'

.' ' ; Baker f's , trade was the selling-of whiskey to the Indians,
and the people of Logan^ both men and women .v^ere -Jn the habit

, of crossing the.river to buy liquor- from him* Being a man

without' conscience''or honor he-was easily persuaded by-Great-
house to help carry ouSi the plot, one of the'most -disgraceful

in the history- of the nbrthwes-t«, ' ■ - - - - ■

On April 30th 1774, six friendly braves and a squaw with

. ^ a-'-baby' -paddled^meross-"yhe -river.y and • were-^lured ."'tn '-Baker-’-s^^ ' -;'
cabin. ' Th the party were"several of Logan?s family,' and

■ ' others' viib were dear to hiiu* 'Ihile Greathouse and his men

lay hidden in the woods,'Baker'plied his visitors with liquor.

Three of the men became hopelessly dnxnk, ' and theother war^

riors were persuaded to empty their guns by shooting at a ' ■

mark. Then Greathouse and four or five'others rushed out and

murdered them all except the little babe, ’bhe child of liOgani-s
sis-ter. Some Indians on the other side'of the river,, hear--^

ing the guns Jumped into their canoes and paddled ac.ross to ■

help their friends, but before they could reach the shore

they T/ere fired on by the white men,who were ivraltlng for

them, and nearly all ware killed® * ' -

Hiis cold-blooded outrage set the whole Indla.n country"
ablaze© Runners were sent to convey the news to all the

tribes, 'Before-long the Shawn-ees, -Delew-aros aiod -Wyandots ■ '
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liad joined Logan on the warpath^ Soon a strong party under '

Ldgaa had c.rossed the- r iver and was o.ai’rying death and des"

t-ract5.on to all the wMte settlements &1 eng the borderp

The war which Lord Dunmore and Captain Gresap had thought
would result in so much good to Virginia was actually ^jegian-c

Diaring all this unhappy war, Logan, ”the lingo Chief”
In Ohio parlance^ had been one of the most 8.ctlve leaders

among the Indians* The ^nought of ail the wrongs he h.a.d

suffered urged him to seek revenge* At the lead of his bahH

of young mon^ ho made raid after raid Into the settlements,'
but even' while he was killing and burning and carrying terror

before him, his -strange tenderxaess of heart would often

assert, itself ,jt and, the,, kindness of his nature would stay, -

his band* Frequently, at the moment of victory, he would

spare those vhom he had started out to destroy? and more .

than one captive .¥/as saved frem torture and death by h5.s

timely interposition®

After the-war was ended on October 10th, 1774,,Logan was

not among those who sued for peace* Maen urged to attend ...

the council with Lord Punmore he had sullenly refused, saying

that he vias a fighter, and not a talker® John Cihson, a

frontiersman well acquainted with the Indians was sent to ,

speak to him® He lead Gibson aside into the edge of a grove,

and there delivered a speech with the frontiersman -wrote

down and carried to Lord Dunmore^ This speech is the most

famous specimen of Indian oratory that has eome down' to ,.

us, and we quote it here in the form in #ilch it was conden

sed and -written out, and published by. Thomas Jefferson, ten

years after its delivery®

It must be remembered that while the thoughts are

Logan*s the manner- of expressing them is Jefferson^s®

'*I appeal to any white man to say if ever he entered
; Logan .cabin hungry and he gave, him not meat? if ever.he

came cold and naked and he ^o-bhed him not® During the

course of the last long and bloody war, Logan remained idle

in'his cabin, an advocate of peace® Such was my ].ove for the

whites than my countryman pointed as they passed, and said,
*Logan is the friend of the white man®* I had even thought

to live with you but for the inj-uries of one man® Eolonel

Gresap, the last spring, in cold blood and unprovoked,
murdered all the relations of Logan, not even sparing ray

women and children,

the veins of any living creature®
revenge® I have sought it® I have killed many. I have
fully glutted my vengeance. For my country I rejoSce at

the beams of peace, but do not harbor a thought that mine

He wj.ll not

WHO IS THERE -TO .MOURN

There runs not a drop of my blood in
This called on me for

is the joy of fearo. Logan never felt fear,
turn on his hoel to save his llfoo T
FOR LOGAN? NOT ONE*
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After -the war^ Logan fel.t himself alone in tiio worldo-
He wandered from placo to place, having no.home, and c’aring

little iTor the. friendship of either'red men or of whlte& •

Conflicting stories- are told of the'’manner of his death,
but .there is 11 t'cle .doubt. that he t'as treacherously slain

of liis Q-wn pebpl'e to whom he-had'-giveh ;somo sligh'fcby one
offense®
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ERRORS' CORRECTEDS ..

In the first installment or ”Indian Village and C^.p
Sites, .nf-E-ayuga,r-Oimt.y*Lh-y5..Harrts.pn-,Co;...Eol-lett .bubllshed ; in.., ,

the'March -B'dliETIN, three date errors-have been called to.

the edltor^s attention the dates -ai’e given as. 1.939. on pages

40 and 41 and shoifl.d be 1929^' Wo' greatly ‘appreciate having

this called to our attention^ ' ' ' ' , '

The error was entirely the fault of editing and'-was
not- that of the authoro ‘ , -. .;

* * * * it ^ it % it “K- '-Sf it 's.- it it.it it it .it -it i.t it it iJ- ..** it it

o^Mr/lEtTTS ON BULLETIN iiRE Vl/ELGOMEc. ■ ■ ' . . - -

Good comments on our publication are. always appfeQla-bed
by the Editorial Committees. - •

Different members have v/ritten in .with "happy remarks"
about the March issue* ' PollOY/ihg' is a paragraph ,from-a,-

letter to the Chairman of the Editorial Committee from
Mr. Rc Co S» Drummond.who is the Cayuga County.Historian and

member-^^.and a-’ bops-t.er-,.Qf,,^,the A^^.-S©- C^ Rp -Y

My 'congratulations tp you upon the recent Issue' of ■,

the Bulletin? It was' especially, forCefi.il,, and the -Palmer. .■

and Follott letters are patticularly nciiowo-.&bliy©.
“ •

fr om • the ■ s.t.ar.toa-

tt
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Several requests ha.ve recent3.y
of Volo I and Vox. II of the BULLETIN.
of Auhurn who was the first, odltor of our publloatIon
awered the oall' In February Issue for copies of Vol. I. he

presented the Society with four broken setsof that greatly

Lslred Vol. II ho also brought In ote
both Vol- I and Vol. II which he had careFully filed

f r

safe keeping

that complete reprints of
available to those who desire

We are indeed

We are happy to announce
Vol. I md Vol. II will now bo

to fill out their sets of the BULLEiiiMo

sorry that we cannot provide these gratis
high and our cash Is low^ we are offering
qpts of all Volumes thru 1951 at the price of f
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ten sots of Vol. I and Vol. II before reprinting them,

al
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mailed out immediately.

oOO per
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